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20-10 ORLEANS J EAS.179 


Town/City: |= Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 10 Dyer Prince Road 

Historic Name: Snow — Hurd House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: ca. 1796 


Source: vital records, deeds, censuses 
Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, mid-19" c. 
Garden house/woodshed, ca. 2020 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Sun porch added east end, early 20" c. 
Shed dormers added, front & sides, early-/mid-20" c. 
Large 1-sty wing added north end, 2020 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 0.70 


Setting: The property is located at a historic intersection 
among other 18"- and 19'*-century houses. More recently, 
large lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid- 
20th-century dwellings. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Snow — Hurd House, built ca. 1796 is a one-story wood frame single dwelling of a Cape Cod type. Its four-bay front fagade 
associates it with the “three-quarters cape” variant. A large chimney is centered in the gable roof reflecting a traditional plan with 
a principal room and smaller chamber flanking an off-center entry in the front and a kitchen in the rear, all sharing a chimney 
behind the entry. In the period this house was built, a one-story rear wing containing a working kitchen and associated spaces 
was common. The entrance is surmounted by a transom and flanked by wide pilasters, likely a later addition. Eaves are tight to 
the walls with a shallow cornice distinguishing the front fagade. The rear wing is set back from the east end of the house on the 
Bridge Road frontage with a fagade containing a second entrance tucked under a broad porch filling the void out to the house 
corner; the porch has been recently renovated. In the 20'-century, shed dormers were raised on the roofs on the front and 
sides. A one-story sun porch was constructed on the east end leaving the attic level exposed with original windows: two large 
ones in the center and smaller ones under the eaves. Two attic windows are intact on the west end, although first-story 
fenestration has been altered. In 2020 a large one-story wing was added to the north end of the house. 


A story-and-a-half wood frame barn located behind the house appears to have been built in the mid-1800s, if not earlier, with 
stables and a wagon bay, now converted to garages. The gable ends contain multiple windows on two levels, the result of later 
alterations; a pointed-arched window is located in the apex of the west end. The property is extensively landscaped. The house 
is set back from the intersecting streets east and south behind small yards rimmed by split-rail fences. A spacious lawn opens up 
on the west side of the house; the barn is sited at the north end with driveways linking it to both Bridge and Dyer Prince roads. At 
the extreme west end of the parcel is a garden with a small building containing a work room and wood shed. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Town records assign a construction date of 1775 to the house at 10 Dyer Prince Road. Deeds cannot be traced with any 
certainty before 1850, when the house at 10 Dyer Prince Road belonged to Luther Hurd Jr. (1814-65). If any part of the 10 Dyer 
Prince Road house dates to the eighteenth century, the earliest Hurd family deeds suggest two possibilities for its origin. It could 
have been the home of Joseph Hurd (1746-1826), who married by 1770. Documents variously state that the Hurd family resided 
in Eastham and Orleans: Joseph Hurd, for example, is listed as owning houses in both Eastham and Orleans in 1798 Federal 
Direct Tax Records and his eldest son Benjamin (1770-1841) was consistently recorded in Eastham, but Joseph himself is listed 
in Orleans in the 1800 and 1810 federal censuses. In 1811 he sold his son Luther (1783-1850) four lots totaling twenty acres in 
Orleans that bordered his own house and that of his son Zenas (1776-1854) as well as the land of Elkanah Snow (1775-1818). 
The deed, however, does not mention a homestead or buildings." 


Alternatively, an eighteenth-century core of 10 Dyer Prince Road might have been built about 1796 by Elkanah Snow at the time 
of his marriage to Ruth Taylor Higgins, the daughter of Edmund Higgins (1740-92) and his wife Esther of Eastham. Deeds 
routinely state that the Elkanah Show farm was in Orleans, but it possibly also embraced land along Dyer Prince Road in 
Eastham. In April 1814 Timothy Doane of Orleans sold Joseph Hurd’s son Alvan (born 1785) the former Elkanah Snow farm, 
which bordered land his brother Luther owned and included a house, other buildings, and an orchard. In November of the same 
year Alvan sold the Snow farm to his father, and in 1818 Joseph Hurd sold the Snow farm to his son Luther.? 


In 1808 Luther Hurd Sr. married Olive Linnell (1789-1855), and censuses consistently record his family in Orleans from 1810 
through 1840. If a house existed at 10 Dyer Prince Road in the eighteenth century, Luther Hurd did not live there. The 1858 
Eastham map ascribes the name “L. Hurd” to the house occupying this site, and the order of households in the 1850 census 
suggests that Luther's son and namesake (1814-65) was probably living in a house there. In 1844 Luther Hurd Jr. married 
Elizabeth Harding, the daughter of housewright and wheelwright Prince Smith Harding (220 Bridge Road, EAS.56), and if the 
house was built after 1800 it was likely built by Prince Harding for his daughter and son-in-law about the time of their marriage. 


1 Joseph Hurd to Luther Hurd, 1 June 1811, BCD 999082:134 
? A relatively obscure descendant of Eastham settler Nicholas Snow, Elkanah Snow was the son of Ebenezer Snow (1734-ca 1774), whose 
branch of the family had moved from Eastham to Harwich two generations before. He died in the West Indies in 1818 but appears to have left 
the area by 1814; he sold his meetinghouse pew in 1809. There is no record of his sale of the farm to Doane. 
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The 1850 census lists Luther Hurd in a household after that of his father-in-law with $434 in real property. He was a shipmaster 
and lived with his wife, their young son Luther, and Elizabeth Hurd (born 1797), of unknown, if any, relation. 


Luther Hurd Jr. was master of numerous vessels sailing from Boston and Salem to East coast ports, the West Indies, San 
Francisco, Argentina, Marseilles, and Calcutta between 1837 and 1863.3 In 1854, when he sold the house and its ten acres to 
his older brother Samuel L. Hurd (who sold it back to him less than a month later), the deed describes the farm as in Orleans 
and Eastham.’ The 1860 Eastham census describes Hurd as a master mariner with $1500 in real property and a $5000 
personal estate. He died of consumption in 1865, and his widow remained at 10 Dyer Prince Road with her son Luther, twenty- 
one years old in 1870, and her nine-year-old cousin and “servant” Lena S. Harding, who had recently left her mother’s large 
household, her father Henry having died a few months before she was born in 1859.° In 1871 son Luther married Clementine 
Higgins of Eastham, and in 1880 he and his wife and their young sons Luther A. and Freddie M. shared the 10 Dyer Prince 
house with Elizabeth Hurd and Lena Harding. The agricultural census for that year credits Hurd with 20 acres, only four of them 
improved, and a farm and farm products of modest value. 


Elizabeth Harding Hurd died in 1897, and in 1900 her son Luther, then an engineer, lived at 10 Dyer Prince Road with his wife 
and their children Lizzie, Frank, and Prince H. Two years later he sold the property to Nettie Reed Walker (1858-1928) of 
Whitman.® Nettie Walker, from Duxbury, was the wife of George H. Walker (1853-1947), son of Benjamin Walker of Eastham 
and his second wife, Adeline Bailey (later Kendrick). George Walker grew up in this neighborhood, at his parents’ 665 Bridge 
Road household (EAS.60), but by 1880 he had married and moved to Whitman, where he worked as a harness maker. He 
followed that trade through at least 1910, by which time he was back living at 10 Dyer Prince Road, but by 1920 he had become 
a truck farmer. Town assessors’ records taxed him on the house (valued at $1150), a one-acre house lot, a shed, a poultry 
house, a horse, eight cows, eighteen chickens, a water system, and four undeveloped parcels. 


Nettie Reed Walker died in 1928, and in 1930 George Walker was living at 10 Dyer Prince Road with his married daughter Addie 
Louisa (born in 1882), her husband William E. Cox, and the Coxes’ daughter Florence. In 1934 the town took the house for 
failure to pay taxes and sold part of the property, including the house, to Clarence J. Bell. Addie Cox died in 1936, and between 
1935 and 1940 George H. Walker moved to a lodging house in Wellfleet. Bell sold the property in May 1937 to Clayton P. and 
Caroline B. Eldredge of Melrose.’ Born in Peabody in 1893, Clayton Putnam Eldredge was the son of Orleans farmer Louis W. 
Eldredge; in 1922 he married Caroline Bangs Nickerson, the daughter of Herbert D. Nickerson (1852-95) and Carolina Bangs 
Drew (1852-1934) of 20 Bridge Road (EAS.53). Clayton Eldredge worked as a bookkeeper for a Boston estate trustee firm 
DeBlois and Maddison, and the couple visited her brother Herbert D. Nickerson Jr. on Bridge Street often in the 1920s and 
1930s. The Eldredges owned 10 Dyer Prince Road until May 1956, when they sold it to Joseph L. and Jean W. Putnam, who 
owned it for the next fifteen years. Dorothy D. Long of Sparta, New Jersey, and later her family trust, owned the property until 
2010. Owners of record Guido Domke and Dana A. Paradis of New York City acquired 10 Dyer Prince Road in 2012.8 


3 Boston newspapers document him as master of the Oneko (Boston to New York, December 1837), brig Jacob Story (Salem to St. Thomas, 
1841 and 1841), schooner Jerome (1845), Flora (to Havana, 1846), bark Hull (to Buenos Aires, 1850), clipper ship Charger (to San Francisco, 
1856, and Boston to Calcutta, 1859), Winged Racer (Shantou, China, to the Chincha Islands off Chile, 1856), and bark /maum (Boston to 
Marseilles, 1863). The bark Hull was lost in the Plata River (River of Plate) near Buenos Aires, and Hurd returned in the Maid of Orleans to 
Boston in 1851; in Winged Racer he brought “coolies from Swatow to the Chinchas,” Swatow being Shantou on the coast of Guangdong 
province in China. 
4 Luther Hurd, Eastham, to Samuel L. Hurd, Orleans, 19 April 1854, BCD 56:412; Samuel L. Hurd, Orleans, to Luther Hurd, Eastham, 12 May 
1854, BCD 62:549. Luther sold the farm to his brother for $1700 and bought it back for $1300. Neither deed was a mortgage deed. 
5 “Orleans: Mrs Lena S. Steele,” YR, 12 July 1924, 5. Lena S. Harding (born Susan Eleanor Harding) remained in the Hurd household until 
1883, when she married James Bradley Steele. 
§ Luther Hurd to Nettie R. Walker, Whitman, 16 August 1902, BCD 258:168. 
7 Collector of Taxes Town of Eastham to Clarence J. Bell, 14 September 1934, BCD 506:452 (in re: William E. Cox et al); Clarence J. Bell, 
Wellfleet, to Clayton P. and Caroline B. Eldredge, Melrose, 29 May 1937, BCD 527:250. 
8 Clayton P. and Caroline B. Eldredge, Melrose, to Joseph L. and Jean W. Putnam, 11 May 1956, BCD 940:486; Joseph L. and Jean W. 
Putnam to Dorothy D. Long, Sparta NJ, 16 April 1971, BCD 1506:546; Diane DelGadillo, trustee Dorothy D. Long Family Trust, to John 
Vanderlaan III and Maria A. Vanderlaan, Southbury CT, 17 August 2010, BCD 24788:121; John Vanderlaan III and Maria A. Vanderlaan, 
Soutbury CT, to Guido Domke and Dana A. Paradis, New York NY, 25 September 2012, BCD 26707:295. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
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View from SE. 


View from west. 
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View from north. 


Continuation sheet 5 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 10 Dyer Prince Road 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
EAS.179 


View of barn from east. ; 


View from west showing garden and shed (center) with gable end of barn (left 
background 


and house in 
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